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Little Rock Chapter Information

President’s Message

It is with great sadness that the Little Rock
Chapter announces the death of Arthur Lee
Kelly. CSI, CCS, AIA.
Arthur Lee Kelly, 69, of Little Rock passed away on Saturday,
January 21, 2017. He was born on May 31, 1947 in Texarkana,
AR to Donald and Emma Lee Burke Kelly. He was a member of
Concord United Methodist Church and a Veteran of the United
States Navy. Arthur worked for Cromwell Architectural Firm for
over thirty years.
Survivors include his children, Katherine Kelly Mcsweeney,
Thomas Arthur Kelly; step-children, Tabatha A. Toney,
George Toney, Ill, (Meme); grandson, Ethan Luke
Mcsweeney; brother, William Donald Kelly, Jr.
He is preceded in death by his wife,
Reverend Cecilia Malone Kelly, and his parents.

Member FYI
CSI Member Services has expanded its Member Service Center
hours, and is now available 8:00 AM to 8:00 PM Eastern Time
(ET), Monday through Friday.

Accept the challenges so that you can feel the
exhilaration of victory.
George S. Patton

Believe in yourself! Have faith in your abilities! Without a
humble but reasonable confidence in your own powers
you cannot be successful or happy.
Norman Vincent Peale

Small deeds done are better than great deeds planned.
Peter Marshall

YOUR CHAPTER BOARD OF
DIRECTORS AT WORK
Your Little Rock Chapter Board of Directors is working hard to make the Little Rock Chapter
more relevant to the local Construction Community. I don’t know how many of you remember
just a paltry 10 years ago. The Little Rock Chapter had over 140 members, with a central active body of over 30 members. We now sit at 77 members with a central active body of
around 14-17 active members. That is a 50% drop in membership and active members.
What this means is that through the tough economic times, aging out of members, moving of
members to other locations, retirement of members, death of members, and burn-out of those
who were once quite active, the Little Rock Chapter has hit rock bottom and is finally making
a comeback. This has not been easy. It has required the constant attention of those members willing to stay involved and the involvement of new members who have stepped up and
taken on leadership roles. Gone are the days when people start in Committees, taking over
as Committee Chairs and moving slowly over a period of a few years to becoming Directors
and Officers of the Board of Directors. Now we are bringing in people who are ready for leadership roles and only require mentors to aid them staying on track and not repeating past mistakes or missteps. With all of that said, your Board of Directors has started on a track to bring
the Chapter back to its former level of participation. I suppose you are wondering what all of
this intro is for, well I wanted to let you know some of the background that is driving the actions below.
LRCSI Board Meeting – January 13, 2017
1.

President Call to Order:
Meeting called to order at 12:06 by President Clark Wood.
Quorum present:

2.

Secretary’s Meeting Minutes:
No comments – Minutes approved.

3.

Reading of Financial Report:
Treasure’s Report.
Upcoming expenses – Memphis Conference in April. Allocation of $2,500 to the
Memphis Conference. Treasure’s Report – approved

4.

Secretary: No Correspondence to review.

5.

Old Business:
a.

No Old Business to Discuss

6.

New Business:
a.

Strategic planning with the Committee Chairs.
1.

b.

Upcoming Activities:
1.
2.
3.
4.

c.

Looking to fill vacancies in the committees.

Habitat for Humanity—Rock the Block
Awards—Region and Institute:
Golf Tournament—May 12th
Region Conference Allocation

New members. To use cash reverses to provide incentive for persons to take
the CDT exam and become members.
1.
2.

Discussed what this would pay for. CDT exam? Training and study materials? 1st year membership paid?
Clark suggested to pay for 1st year membership first and then the CDT

exam.
3.
4.
5.

6.
7.

Possibly limit to have 3 people, and if successful possibly more the next
time. Try to promote.
Implementation. Advertise the application on the CSI Newsletter.
David to motion that $2,000 be used to make a program that would pay
half dues to those who agree to take the CDT exam – Motion approved
12:27.
Discussed that this would not interfere with the scholarship fund.
David to put together a small committee to get this rolling.

Meeting adjourned at 12:44.

2016 was a fruitful year for the Little Rock Chapter. Below are listed the Members who joined the
Chapter in 2016. Please look each of these people up and welcome them to the Chapter.

Louie Barlow

Professional

141 Manufacturer's
Representative/Supplier

3/3/2016

Mark J. Ulliman

Professional

121 Construction Manager

6/17/2016

Damon Brown

Professional

106 Contract Administrator

7/1/2016

Shelby Tull

Emerging
Professional

142 Building Product
Distributor

7/29/2016

Student

105 Project Manager

8/23/2016

100 Specifier or Specification
Consultant

9/4/2016

105 Project Manager

10/11/2016

Ryan Slagle

Gozde Gursoy Professional

Adam Cunningham

Professional

If you are interested in following the Little Rock Chapter, our links are as follows (for Facebook and LinkedIn look for the Little Rock Chapter):
Website: http://littlerock.csinet.org/

Facebook: www.facebook.com

LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com
If you are interested in Joining CSI or if you are just interested in keeping up with the information provided by CSI, See the slides shown from the “Why CSI” presentation

Educational Questions
Please refer to the CSI’s Project Delivery PracƟce Guide, ConstrucƟon
SpecificaƟons PracƟce Guide and ConstrucƟon Contract AdministraƟon
PracƟce Guide for industry standard knowledge, understanding and
guidance for the producƟon, use and administraƟon of construcƟon
documents…and the resources for this weekly program.

Your Questions and Answers for the Week are...
According to the AIA-A201, § Article 15 CLAIMS AND DISPUTES; § 15.3 MEDIATION
1.

2.

A written request for mediation:
a.

May be made concurrently with the filing for binding dispute resolution proceedings.

b.

Is delivered to the other party to the contract for construction.

c.

Is filed with the entity administering the dispute resolution proceedings mediation.
Mediation is an alternative dispute resolution method.

d.

All of the above.

e.

a and b.

Disputes (unresolved claims) related to the contract for construction are resolved by
mediation, however, mediation may be waived and parties can proceed directly to
binding dispute resolution.
True or False
So

3.

1.

If no resolution is reached after the initial decision of the IDM, then either party can
demand mediation and the other party MUST file for mediation or BOTH parties waive
mediation and any other dispute resolution method to resolve the dispute. Hhhmmm??

2.

If mediation is chosen and not successful, then the parties can proceed to binding
dispute resolution to resolve the dispute. Clear as mud, right?

If the contract is bonded by a surety and a claim is made against the contractor, the
owner:
a.

May notify the surety.

b.

Is obligated to notify the surety.

c.

Must request the surety’s assistance in resolving a controversy where the claim relates
to the possibility of the contractor’s default. The owner is not obligated to do this...not
by the original language of the AIA-A201 that is.

d.

a and c.

4.

Either party may demand the other party file for mediation within 30 days of receipt of
an initial decision of the IDM of a claim. If the receiving party does not file as demanded
within 60 days, then both parties waive their rights to mediate or pursue binding dispute
resolution. Remember...this is the unedited version of the AIA-A201!
True or False

5.

A demand for arbitration shall be made no earlier than concurrently with the filing of a request for mediation.
True or False

6.

The award rendered by the arbitrator is final, and judgment is entered in accordance with the law of the court having jurisdiction at the location of the project.
True or False

According to the AIA-A201, § Article 15 CLAIMS AND DISPUTES;§ 15.3 MEDIATION
7.

8.

Mediation of a claim will be:
a.

Held in where the project is located, unless another location is mutually agreed upon.

b.

Enforceable as if agreed to in a court having jurisdiction.

c.

Administered by the American Arbitration Association.

d.

All of the above.

e.

a and b.

In the event the parties elect to resolve a claim by mediation, they will equally share the
filing and mediator’s fees.

True or False

Please refer to the CSI’s Project Delivery Practice Guide, Construction Specifications Practice
Guide and Construction Contract Administration Practice Guide for industry standard knowledge,
understanding and guidance for the production, use and administration of construction documents…and resources for this weekly program.

Now, available are two other guides from CSI: Sustainable Design and Construction Practice
Guide and Construction Product Representation Practice Guide. Head’s up…

From the Chair of the Institute
Board of Directors
Sharing in the vision for CSI
Ronald L. Geren, FCSI, CCS,
CCCA

As the new Chair of CSI’s Board of Directors, I want to share the Board’s vision
for CSI and its relationship to you—that your membership organization focuses
on helping you realize your full professional potential throughout your career.
For nearly 70 years, CSI has set its sights on improving the building industry.
CSI expanded its external focus from the improvement of specifications into
broader aspects of design and construction, which has elevated the visibility of
both the association and that of its members.
Industry peers recognize CSI as a leading technical resource for the built
environment. Other associations reference CSI in publications they produce. We
provide standards and formats to governmental entities, many of whom you
would recognize. Regularly invited to participate in committee and task forces
convened by other industry associations, CSI recently joined as a signatory for
the White House Event on Resilient Building Codes. Other industry resources
and software tools regularly integrate CSI standards into them. Not only will CSI
continue to develop and provide technical tools and know-how, but we will also
create an environment where members continue to be recognized for their
insight and sought after as thought leaders.
In order to enable stronger member connections and support you in these
activities, CSI will introduce a new feature—a robust set of online communities—
when the website is relaunched this year. These communities will be a place to
share resources, thoughts, ideas, and experiences from different viewpoints.
With these new communities, literally hundreds of years’ worth of experience will
be available to you. Use them and find your voice. Ask questions, get answers.
Use your fellow members as the resource. CSI needs each member to
participate so we can create that robust professional network.

In talking with other members, I often hear, “I wouldn’t be where I am today in
my career if I hadn’t gotten involved with CSI.” Offer your enhanced technical
expertise. Participate in a practice group, attend education sessions, earn your
Construction Documents Technologist (CDT) certificate or advanced certification, or volunteer at the chapter or region level. Show your company what an
asset you can be, and let CSI help.
Not sure how to take the first step? Visit the CSI website at www.csinet.org, or
contact your local chapter to point you in the right direction.
Ultimately, you make this association successful. Participate, get involved and
share your knowledge and experiences. Together, we will create an environment that can help you realize your full professional potential and strengthen
our profession.
Ronald L. Geren, FCSI, CCS, CCCA, is the new CSI Board Chair. He is the
owner and principal of RLGA Technical Services LLC, a specifications and
building code consulting firm located in Scottsdale, Arizona. Geren is part
of The Construction Specifier Editorial Advisory Board. He can be reached
at ron@specsandcodes.com.

It Awards Time!

M. Keith West, FCSI, CCPR
GSR Awards Chair

Well, it’s that time of the year again, the time to announce the deadlines for award submittals
both at the Region and at the Institute level. The information listed below provides you with
the necessary dates for submittals. Note that each deadline is the date that the submittal
should be IN THE HANDS of the award committee. Since the majority of the awards are submitted electronically these days, it really does eliminate the old question of postmarked by
the due date. It means by the end of the deadline date, you can relax since your submittal
has been sent and now, the anticipation of receiving your good news is all you have to worry
about.
Region Award Submittals: Submittal deadline is March 15, 2017. All submittals need to
be emailed to the Region Awards Chair, ME! Email address and contact information are
shown below. No exceptions to the deadline, and there will NOT be an extension to the date
this year due to the Region Conference in Memphis being April 20. Review the awards section in the Region Operating Guide (on the website) for submittal information and requirements.
Institute Deadlines: Institute Awards and Fellowship nominations: Submittal deadline
is May 5, 2017. Please check the Institute website under Awards and Honors to review the
requirements and submittal locations.
Outstanding Chapter Commendation: July 17, 2017 deadline. Please check the Institute website for requirements, forms, and locations.
I fully expect EVERY chapter to submit for a region award. EVERY chapter, regardless of
size, does something that deserves some recognition. Awards are not, for the most part, anyone puffing out their chests and saying look at me, but rather one of the very few ways we
have for thanking members who have given of themselves with their time and efforts to make
their chapter or the region better because of their efforts. So let’s use the awards to say
thanks to them for their dedication and efforts. And even the smallest chapter in the Region
does something to be recognized. Call me, I can certainly assist in talking about things that
your chapter has done that would deserve an award.

Every chapter in our region deserves the Outstanding Chapter Commendation for what they
do. This award does not focus on large chapters only; it understands smaller chapters and
the way they operate. So PLEASE review the qualifications for this award and fill the form out
and see how you stack up. GSR led the way last year with 6 chapters receiving the award. I
personally think all 16 chapters deserve it, but I live in the real world. Any gain on 6 will be
great. The ONLY way to guarantee not getting the award is to NOT submit. So don’t let that
be the excuse.
Now the last bit of information is that requirement #1 is to READ THE RULES. Then, FOLLOW THE RULES, to a tee! We pride ourselves in providing complete information in the various disciplines of the construction industry that each of us practice, so why should an award
submittal be any different. Do not allow your submittal to be disqualified due to an improper
submittal.
I am available for answering questions and heading you in the right direction. Don’t hesitate
to ask! I will certainly do what I can to assist. My contact information is located in the committee page of this publication.
Thanks and call with any questions.
Tel: 601-853-9908 Email: keith@westarchspec.net

Recognize those who have
made contributions to your
Chapter and Region

Article Submitted by Sheldon Wolfe,
FCSI, CCS—Construction Specifier,
Curmudgeon, Heretic Architect

Building envelope - or building enclosure?
Next on my list was recognized guru Joe Lstiburek, PhD, PE, ASHRAE Fellow, principal at Building Science Corporation. Joe
is blunt about his view. In BSI-024: Vocabulary, he said "They are building
enclosures—they are not building envelopes. You put letters in an envelope
not people." The same document defines only building enclosure. It has
been reported that he also said, "Envelopes are for FedEx. Enclosures are
for engineers." It's interesting to note that he wasn't always this certain; in
1999 he wrote a paper titled "Air Pressure and Building Envelopes."

In October, I published "Tegularity," a discussion of the proper
term for acoustic ceiling panels. (The title came from the name
for a specific type of panel edge.) Shortly thereafter, in
December 2016, I received a question from Anthony Capkun,
editor for Electrical Business Magazine and former editor for
the Construction Specifier. He asked, "What is the correct
term these days: a) Building Envelope or b) Building
Enclosure?"
I responded that I had always used building envelope, and that that is the term I hear most often. But,
having learned a long time ago that always hearing a term used in a particular manner does not mean
that that is the correct term, I decided to investigate further.
One of the first places I go for this type of question is Google's Ngram Viewer. This is a handy search
tool that charts frequency of appearance of words or terms, based on sources printed between 1500
and 2008. Although it has its problems, it's a convenient way to get a feel for the relative uses of
similar terms. In this case, the results suggest that my experience is probably common, with building
envelope being used far more frequently than building enclosure.
However, in our line of work, we don't rely on popularity contests, so I turned to the experts - published
standards and leaders in the subject.
I started with the National Institute of Building Sciences (NIBS), self-proclaimed "Authoritative Source
of Innovative Solutions for the Built Environment." NIBS has several committees, one of which is the
Building Enclosure Technology and Environment Council (BETEC). In 2004, BETEC and AIA
established the Building Enclosure Council - National (BEC-N), which now has 26 chapters (BECs) in
various states. BETEC has other committees, some of which use building enclosure in their titles;
none use building envelope.

A search of the Whole Building Design Guide shows some documents that use building envelope,
while others use building enclosure. ASTM and ASHRAE use both terms, and Wiki defines building
envelope only, yet has a discussion of building enclosure commissioning.
Our friends to the north have the National Building Envelope Council of Canada. As you might expect, building envelope is widely used in Canada, but building enclosure also appears. Because
they've been more concerned about weather barriers than the US has, for a longer time, my initial
inclination was to follow their lead. Unfortunately, Joe Lstiburek and his buddies muddied the water,
deciding that building enclosure was better than building envelope.
I was not surprised to find that I was not the first to try to find the better of the two terms. In October
2012, Allison Bailes III, PhD, owner of energy vanguard, posted "Building Envelope or Building Enclosure Which Is the Better Term?" in the energy vanguard blog. After discussing the debate and
stating a preference for building envelope, he ends by saying, "Both are perfectly adequate, but the
existence of two terms for the same thing will create unnecessary confusion. Such is life." About a
month later, he posted a follow-up titled "'Building Enclosure,' Not 'Building Envelope.'" In this piece,
he discusses additional information and states, "Precision of language matters. The building enclosure is one of the most fundamental concepts in building science, and it does make sense to use a
single term to describe it. I'm now a convert to 'building enclosure' and will use it exclusively."
I sent inquiries to a few of the standards organizations, asking if there will be an attempt to agree on
a single term. Even if they do, it will take at least a couple of years to change their standards, as
they would undoubtedly wait until the standards were due for updates.
As for me, I'm going to follow the lead of NIBS and Lstiburek, and use building enclosure.
© 2017, Sheldon Wolfe, RA, FCSI, CCS, CCCA, CSC
Agree? Disagree? Leave your comments at http://swspecificthoughts.blogspot.com

Katie’s Corner
by Katie Flower, AOC, CDT,CSI
In today’s world we have an even harder time finding
the balance between life safety and security in the built
environment than ever before. As design professionals
we must do all we can to educate ourselves and our
clients in ways to make public buildings safer against security threats, while at the
same time complying with existing life safety and building codes.

Katie’s Corner is taking the month off .
Look for new articles starting March 2017.

LITTLE ROCK CHAPTER INFORMATION

Chapter Info
Chapter Website:

http://littlerock.csinet.org/

Chapter Newsletter:

SpecWork

Chapter Meeting Day and Time:

2nd Tuesday of Each Month unless otherwise
specified by the Chapter President

Chapter Board Meeting Day and Time:

1st Friday of each Month unless otherwise
specified by Chapter President

Chapter Officers
President:
President-Elect:
Immediate Past President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Directors
Operations
Communications
Honors
Education

Clark Wood, CSI
Garrett Shaffer, CSI
Billy J. Mathis, CSI, CDT
Open
Tiffany Henry, CSI-EP
David Bradke, CSI
Katherine Flower, CSI, CDT, AHC, CDC
Tyler Newton, CSI
Rachal Belanger, CSI
Zac Corbitt, CSI

Chapter Chairs

Chair

Mentor

Academic Affairs
Chapter Communications
Newsletter
Website
Social Media
Certification / Education

Rachal Belanger, CSI

Open,

Scholarship
Membership Chair:
Technical Chair:
Program Chair:

Billy J. Mathis, CSI, CDT
Mark Edds, CSI, CDT, BS
Tyler Newton, CSI
Kiemtuyet T. Kirkpatrick, CSI,
CCCA, CPE, LEED GA
Jeff Lisenby, CSI
David Bradke, CSI
Katherine Flowers, CSI
Tyler Newton, CSI-EP

Awards Chair:

Tiffany Henry

Planning Chair:

Jeff Lisenby, CSI

UALR Faculty Advisor:

Michael Tramel, CSI,
CCCA, CPC

Not Applicable
Not Applicable
Not Applicable
Michael L. Sanders,
CCS, CCCA, BA
Not Applicable
Jan Sanders, FCSI
Karl Hansen, CSI
Billly Mathis, CSI,
CDT
Billy Mathis, CSI,
CDT
Billy Mathis, CSI,
CDT
Not Applicable

