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Customize Your Volunteer Experience with CSI's Volunteer Portal  

Are you interested in... 

Reaching out to educators to bring CSI principles into the classroom? 

Meeting and greeting with fellow members at Construct 2018? 

Guiding others studying for the CSI certification exams – lead an online study group? 

Sign up for these opportunities and more at CSI's NEW Volunteer Portal: 

See all volunteer opportunities in one location 

Easily apply for options that interest you and work with your schedule 

Opt into the volunteering pool, sit back and have volunteering invitations come directly to you  

Join your fellow members... Jump into the volunteer pool and make a difference!  

  

See how you can volunteer today on the Volunteer Portal. 

  

If you have any questions about volunteering, please email volunteer@csinet.org.   



President’s Thinking 
By Billy J. Mathis, FCSI, CDT 

We now sit months into the COVID-19 Pandemic and we are still addressing some of the same issues we 
did when we started.  The initial Phase 1 response was to basically shut down everything and give the virus 
time to get through its upswing.  This is where we saw that some food places could survive on Take-Out 
alone; we also began to see that many of us could work at home without the predicted loss of productivity.; 
we saw schools move from a place in face-to-face learning to a virtual classroom almost overnight, we saw 
many schools also pick-up the challenge of seeing that students were fed every day with heir various “take 
out” lunch programs.   Basically we saw the good rise to the top and overturn the predicted doom and 
gloom.   

When that seemed to work and we seemed to plateau, we began Phase 2 which saw many businesses and 
establishments began opening back up slowly .  At first this seemed to be OK, but as with every situation, 
there are people who see the issue and understand the needs of the many outweigh the needs of the few.  
But there are always those people who seem to feel that wearing a mask to protect yourself and others is an 

infringement on their “rights”.  Well, we can now see that just a little act of ignoring the guidelines and protective measures can cause a 
major upswing in the number of cases reported, the number of people in the hospital and unfortunately the number of people who die.   

Where does this stem from, routine family and non-family gatherings for one.  Not wearing a mask in public for another.  And for some 
unknown reason an unwillingness of some people to self-quarantine when they have the symptoms and are awaiting the results from 
testing.  I would like to join the many other voices that are recommending wearing of masks anytime you are outside your home, wash 
your hands as often as you can (or use hand sanitizer), and finally if you feel sick, just stay home.  I am not a doctor and I can’t say that 
if you follow these guidelines that you will not get sick.  Nobody can say that.  I can say that if you do this, you will at least reduce your 
exposure and therefore reduce your risk of infection.  Until we get a vaccine or some medicine to mitigate the effects of the virus, we 
need to be extremely careful.   

Just how COVID-19 has effected our CSI lives is yet to be totally seen.  Most if not all face-to-face meetings, conferences, seminars, 
and gatherings in general have been postponed for months or cancelled outright.  What is replacing these are a multitude of online 
seminars, meetings, and gatherings. Time will tell if this is something we are doing to address the problems created by the COVID-19 
infection or whether this is something that is sticking around for a longer period of time.  I do know personally that I have received 
hundreds of invitations to attend various seminars and meetings using ZOOM, Microsoft Teams, Cisco Webex, and a lot of other 
platforms, many of which I did not even know existed prior to April of this year.  I feel they are here to stay and I feel that for at least the 
short term we will be limiting our time in our office and work from home much more. 

For those of you thinking of taking the CDT Exam this year, I have included two online preparation course information letters on page 11 
of this newsletter.  One is put on by the Portland Chapter and one is put on by CSI Columbus.  The Portland Chapter event is open to 
all comers and starts on August 6 and is a weekly course.  The CSI Columbus is a one day event with limited attendance.  Please see 
the information on page 11.  Also, remember that the Little Rock Chapter is willing to help members and potential members cover some 
of the costs associated with this effort.  If you need more information on that, please contact me directly. 



How We Move Forward: A Message from CSI CEO Mark Dorsey, FASAE, CAE 

A few weeks into the COVID-19 shutdown, William Sundquist, a friend and CSI board member, found his dining room furniture in the backyard, not 
because he put it there, but because it had been sucked out the of window during a tornado —while he was in the house.  I got an early text from 
him with the pictures. After he assured me he was OK, my next question was, “What next?” 

He said, “Well, we move on.” 

Another CSI member lives near him, and he spent the night at their house. The two of them went back, collected some things, and he settled in for 
what will be a months-long stay at a local Doubletree. Of course, all of this happened with the constant concern of catching the coronavirus in the 
foreground. 

As I think about this world-changing pandemic, I am struck by the value of the friendships and community that form the core of CSI. At a time when 
we are trying to minimize human contact, friends came to support William.  As all of us move forward together during this slow-rolling natural disas-
ter, the question remains: What next?  The simple answer is we do not know yet. There are significant hurdles ahead of us and our way of life will 
take some time to get back to what we consider normal, such as cheering for our local team with thousands of other fans or going to a party at a 
friend's home.  What we do know is that our community remains intact. In fact, I would argue that it is stronger than ever because of the many ways 
you and others in the AEC community have rallied around each other in the face of this crisis. While we do not know how the economy will unfold, 
there will still be construction projects and related challenges in architecture, engineering, product sales, and practice. There's no doubt the land-
scape will shift, just as it has in other times in this nation's history. Yet we always rebound and rally to address what’s next. 

Your CSI board of directors and staff are doing what we can to keep you connected, engaged, and ready to adapt with the changing world. Here are 
a few ways we are answering the question, “What next?”   

Keeping you connected 
CSI-Connect, the new COVID-19 Response Team hosted by CSI Fellows, and Discussion Forums are all designed to connect you to peers who can 
help you navigate personal and professional challenges. 

Free professional development 
CSI stakeholders are contributing to free and low-cost content via the CSI Learning Library to enable your professional development and support 
earning your CSI learning units for certification renewal. 

Certification flexibility 
Lowest cost pricing has been extended, and new options to take in-home exams or at “COVID-safe” testing centers are rolling out for the spring 
testing cycle. 

Chapters, chapter, chapters 
Slowly, but surely, we will come together again face to face, and the best place to do that will be CSI chapters. Stay in touch with your chapter 
through CSI-Connect and their websites to see what is coming to you locally. 

There is more on the way, but the most important part is that during coronavirus restrictions, these offerings are how we will stay in touch and in 
support of each other, as work changes, the virus runs its course, or even if we have to pitch in to help a friend after a tornado.  We hope you realize 
CSI is here for you. No matter what is next. 



If there was ever a question in your mind as to whether membership in CSI was worth the money paid, consider just one of the many membership 
perks that are out there.  Recently in one of the online Communities maintained by CSI, these questions were asked: 

Is project permitting and preliminary project description part of the Facility Life Cycle? 

Is there a difference between Project Conception and Preliminary Project Description in the Facility Life Cycle? 

Seems kinda heavy and I bet most of you couldn’t answer without some research.  Well, one of the many experts we have out there in CSI was 
quick to post an answer to the questions.  

For this type of thing, you're best off consulting CSI's "Project Delivery Practice Guide" book (PDPG).  My responses to your questions are 
below, but don't take my word for it--best bet is to look it up in the PDPG for yourself. 

Is project permitting and preliminary project description part of the Facility Life Cycle? 

No.  These are necessary activities (permitting) and deliverables (preliminary project descriptions) that either take place or are produced dur-
ing the stages of the facility lifecycle, as set forth by CSI in the PDPG, but they are not, themselves, specific parts of CSI's facility lifecycle. 

When permitting is performed probably depends on the type fo permit required.  Certainly building permits cannot be obtained until after the 
design stage is completed, but there are lots of other permits than only building permits.  In my line of work (water-wastewater), most of the 
most-important permits are applied for at what engineers call teh preliminary design phase, which is roughly equivalent to AIA's and CSI's 
schematic design phase and design development phase. 

Preliminary project descriptions are a deliverable produced by the A/E that are typically prepared during the AIA and CSI design develop-
ment phase of the design stage.  it's perhaps a bit confusing that the lifecycle shows "Design" stage but the design stage is subdivided into 
three phases, according to AIA and CSI: schematic design phase, design development phase, and construction documents phase.  (Of 
course, to keep things interesting, we engineers who use EJCDC documents have different names for these phases of design.) 

Is there a difference between Project Conception and Preliminary Project Description in the Facility Life Cycle? 

Yes, very much so.  The project’s Conception Stage, on CSI's facility lifecycle, is a separate stage when things like the general scope and 
goals of the project are defined, the project budget is first established, and the project delivery method is determined, among other things.  
Often, the A/E has not yet been hired at the outset of the Conception Stage and may not be retained until near the end of the Conception 
Stage, so no design work is being done at this point. 

In contrast, preliminary project descriptions are A/E deliverables generally produced during the project's Design Stage (design development 
phase).  Preliminary project descriptions are deliverables produced by the A/E.. 

If you're preparing for the CDT exam, it's very important to have a good familiarity with the facility lifecycle and the various activities and doc-
uments produced during each stage of the facility lifecycle.  It's not only worth a number of points on the CDT exam, it's also vital toward 
achieving a good understanding of the orderly implementation of a capital project. 

As you can see, there is a wealth of knowledge out these just waiting to be found.  And this is just one aspect that membership provides.  There are 
so many others. 



CSI ANNOUNCES MEMBERSHIP DEFERRMENT PROGRAM 
As the economic realities caused by COVID-19 are unfolding, CSI is creating ways to support members at your time and place of need. 
Beginning today, CSI is launching a Member Support Program to offer a three-month dues deferment to individual members who are 
experiencing financial hardship. 

 To apply for the Member Support Program, you must be: 

• An active member of CSI with an expiration date on or after March 31st, 2020 

• Undergoing financial hardship due to the economic crisis 

 A member who wishes to apply must contact CSI to begin the process. Email memberservices@csinet.org or call 1-800-689-2900 

 Please note: Chapters can opt-out of participating in this program. If a Chapter does not participate, a member will be responsible for 3-
months' worth of their Chapter(s) dues before the deferment begins. 

 Looking forward, CSI continues to evaluate how to support its members during this unprecedented time. If changes or extensions to the 
program are made, CSI will communicate with members as soon as possible.  

 For more information on the program, please visit the Member Support Program FAQs.  

 Want more information related to how this affects chapters? Check out our Member Support Program: What Chapters and Regions 
Need to Know guide.  

Please don't hesitate to reach out with any questions you may have. 

Portland Chapter Announces Fall CDT Class - Open to Anyone. 
For anyone who needs a Fall CDT Class that they can attend remotely - Save the Date: Portland CSI will again run the CDT 
(Construction Document Technologist) Education Program August 12th to October 21st, 2 hours a week on Wednesday nights from 
5pm to 7pm pacific time.  There are 10 classes in all and it is a comprehensive program. 

The class will be offered live via Zoom (no in person class this Fall) and will be open to anyone in the country, CSI Member or not.  I 
will be the instructor. 

Registration and cost information will be available soon on the Portland CSI website so keep your eyes peeled!  Mainly wanted to get 
the dates out there for anyone who needs to plan ahead.  #CSIKraken 

Cherise Lakeside FCSI, CDT 



AIA releases 3D office models for reducing risk of COVID-19 
June 12, 2020 

The American Institute of Architects (AIA) releases retail store and office 3D models to reduce the risk of COVID-19. 
Photo courtesy AIA 

The American Institute of Architects (AIA) has released strategies and 3D models for office 
spaces and retail stores that can help employers and businesses reopen more safely dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Design strategies provide a holistic approach to modifying stores and offices using a 17-
point architectural, engineering, and administrative framework based on recent COVID-19 
public health information. They also provide cost-effective options that can be implemented 
immediately and suggest design alternatives for creating more flexible spaces, enhancing 
social connectedness, and reinforcing healthy behaviors. Common hazards and considera-
tions for employers are also provided. 

Mitigation strategies were developed by a team of architects, public health experts, engineers, and facility managers as part of the 
AIA’s “Reopening America: Strategies for Safer Buildings” initiative. The team is developing strategies for buildings to reduce the risk 
of COVID-19 transmission, promote social distancing standards, and enhance well-being. 

Outcomes from the team were also used to develop three tools for protecting the health and safety of the public while providing ser-
vices. 

Tool #1 
Risk Management Plan for Buildings: Provides a comprehensive process for assessing hazards in buildings and reducing risk. The 
methodology can be applied during the pandemic and for all shocks and stresses to create more resilient buildings and businesses. 

Tool #2 
AIA Re-occupancy Assessment Tool (2.0): Provides an enhanced framework of strategies for reopening or making buildings safer, in-
cluding housing, offices, restaurants, retailers, senior living facilities, and schools. 

Tool #3 
COVID-19 ArchMap: Architects can input design strategies that mitigate risk of COVID-19 for any building type to AIA’s map. The plat-
form is produced in partnership with the University of Kansas’ Institute of Health + Wellness Design and intended to facilitate design 
innovation. 



 









What You Should Know—CERTIFICATION EXAMS: 

Here’s the latest for those of you who have been working hard to take a CSI exam or are considering taking an exam:. 

 As of today, Spring CDT®, CCSSM, and CCCASM exams are still moving forward. 

 Early Bird Exam Pricing and registration are extended until July 17 — registration information is here. 

 Testing window is expanded to May 4 — July 31. 

 Online Remote Proctored Testing is now available to test-takers, provided you meet the computer requirements (https://
higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/CSIRESOURCES/b00cc178-1ca0-4e36-aeae-82edcd55c99c/UploadedImages/
Reqs_Prometric_CSI_RPT.pdf) 

 Online resources are available to meet you at your time and place of need 

 Practice guides in the CSI Bookstore. 

 Online study groups. 

 Free CDT, CCS, or CCCA candidate handbooks. 

Please visit Prometric’s Coronavirus Update webpage (https://www.prometric.com/corona-virus-update) for information about permissi-
ble personal care items, as well as test center cleaning procedures. Go to https://www.prometric.com/site-openings for the status of 
testing center openings. 

 CSI NATIONAL EVENTS: 

For the time being CSI meetings will proceed as planned. We will make every effort to ensure the health and well-being of our at-
tendees. 

There are currently no restrictions for travel within the U.S. However, if you choose not to attend in-person meetings, we will do our best 
to enable virtual meeting technology. 
 
Decisions regarding upcoming events like the Master Specifiers Retreat in July and CONSTRUCT in September will be addressed as 
we get closer to these events and will be based upon published information from health authorities and organizers. 

Staff is monitoring the unfolding events closely and will continue to update this page as the situation evolves. Please check this page 
regularly for updates or should you have concerns. 

CSI REGION AND CHAPTER EVENTS: 

Region and chapter events are produced independently and locally. Please contact region or chapter leadership if you have questions. 
Region and chapter contact listings may be found at https://www.csiresources.org/communities/components . 



CSI is following the evolving situation to evaluate and communicate potential impacts on members and the AEC community. 

Your Professional Community and COVID-19 
Message from the CSI Board Chair 
 
It’s often been said that the single most important element of CSI is its people—you, and this network of friends and colleagues across 
the country that contribute to each other’s personal and professional success. Please understand our community is something you can 
count on now more than ever. 
 
As we all wonder what comes next and how we will find our way forward, I assure you that the deep ties and genuine friendships within 
the construction industry community are available as a resource on any issue. It is increasingly clear that while we are more connected 
through technology, we can still feel more isolated and distant from each other while facing the virus’ impact on our daily lives and the 
economy. 
 
We have all seen how quickly our routines have been disrupted by worries about our friends, families, and livelihood while trying to 
work with everyone—parents, children, pets—all craving our attention. During such chaotic change, work and daily life still move on as 
we collectively plan and work for a better future. 
 
Part of being in an association is that you have a national network to help you process ideas about how to handle pressing issues, seek 
answers about how to adapt during rapidly evolving circumstances and, should you need it, a shoulder to lean on. In the coming weeks 
and months, we’re going to need one another as we settle into the new normal—whatever that may be. 
 
Whether it’s business as usual or you are facing something brand new, or maybe you are feeling out there on your own, please use the 
real-time resource of the CSI Connect Community Page to pose your questions and support one another by offering your wisdom, ex-
pertise, and insights. 
 
Rest assured that we, your volunteer and staff leadership, are looking at additional ways to help you navigate these rough waters. 
While connecting to the community isn’t the only step, it is an important first step, so please use it. 
 
CSI was created by construction industry professionals for the benefit of construction industry professionals, and every day we wel-
come the opportunity to support you and the entire AEC industry. We’ll do our part to be here for you and keep you connected. 
Be well, stay safe, and on behalf of CSI, thank you for letting us serve you. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ellen Kay Crews, FCSI, CCS, CCCA, CDT, SFP, FMP 
Board Chair, Construction Specifications Institute  



What I Learned From CSI - COMMERCIAL RANGE HOOD TESTING 
By:  Gary Bergeron, CSI, CCS, GSR Technical Chair  
 
Most of us enjoy an outdoor cookout with burgers and hot dogs on the grill with our friends and family.  When the 
fats and oil drip from the meat onto the hot burners or charcoal briquettes below, there is an occasional flare up of 
flames.  If the flare up gets out of control, we spray some water on the grill to contain the flames.  But how many of 
us consider what happens in your favorite indoor restaurant when the same thing happens? 
 
Commercial kitchen range hoods are equipped with an automatic liquid fire suppression system.  The fire 
suppression liquid creates a “foam blanket” when sprayed on a hot surface to extinguish the fire.  This system only 
discharges during an extreme event, but the entire range hood system must be tested by the contractor and 

witnessed by the fire marshal or a designated representative before being put into operation.  These tests attempt to replicate the 
conditions of an actual fire but under controlled conditions.    

 
The fire suppression system is tested using a nitrogen 
cartridge instead of the normal cartridge in the control 
cabinet so that nitrogen will be dispelled instead of 
the expensive fire suppression liquid.  Using the 
actual materials would require cleanup of the 
equipment and be counterproductive.  Also, test 
balloons are attached to the fire suppression nozzles 
that normally release the liquid fire suppression 
agent.  These balloons will inflate with the nitrogen 
and contain it.  The test balloons are not your normal 
dime store variety but are a specific test balloon 
manufactured for this purpose.   These fire 
suppression nozzles are located over the cooking 
appliances, behind the grease filters, and in the 
exhaust collar at the top of the hood. The purpose of 
the balloons is to collect the emission of nitrogen and 
contain it.  During an actual fire, the automatic 
detection "fusible link" located in the exhaust duct 
collar melts to activate the system.  During the test, 
which uses the manual pull station, the fusible link is 
replaced with a small breakable wire. When the test 
wire breaks, the nitrogen is released and  inflates the 
balloons.  The balloons are visually inspected to verify 
that the flow of nitrogen dispelled from all the nozzles.  
The gas pilot light and the electronic indicator light on 

the cooking appliances are verified to be off so that the fuel 
source is cut off.    

Fire suppression system 
h p://4fireex nguishers.com/fire‐hood‐suppression‐systems/  



Fire suppression system opera on & foam blanket 
h p://www.na onalfirefighter.com/blog/Wet‐Chemical‐vs‐Dry‐Chemical‐Fire‐Suppression‐

Systems 

During an actual fire, the most dangerous aspect is the 
smoke. People can die from smoke inhalation before 
the flames reach them.  The other purpose of the range 
hood is to contain the smoke released from a fire, 
preventing it from spreading into the rest of the kitchen 
and/or restaurant.  The exhaust fan is equipped to 
continue running to remove smoke from the kitchen 
and allow the staff and customers to exit in an orderly 
manner. To test this part of the system, a “smoke 
bomb” situated in a small coffee can is ignited.  After 
the cooking equipment is brought up to normal cooking 
temperature, the smoke bomb coffee can is placed on 
one of the pieces of cooking equipment to simulate a 
fire started by the equipment. The smoke should be 
contained and collected by the exhaust system which 
will expel it from the kitchen. 
 
These tests can mean the difference between life and 
death in a kitchen fire emergency.  

 

Balloon test on suppression nozzles in progress 

Smoke bomb “coffee 
can” test 



Code Update: Terminated Stops on Fire Door Assemblies 
By:  Lori Greene, Manager – Codes and Resources with Allegion  

I’m currently working with the BHMA Codes, Government, and Industry Affairs Committee 
to help edit the Commentary for the 2021 IBC.  With each edition, we are bringing a little 
more clarity to the code sections related to doors and hardware.  The side benefit of 
reading the entire door section again (41 pages!) is that it reminds me of the changes that I 
need to mention here on iDigHardware. 

During each code development cycle, BHMA submits dozens of proposals and helps to 
guide them through the approval process.  One of the proposals for the 2021 edition 
addressed terminated stops on fire door assemblies.  These stops are also known as 
hospital stops or sanitary stops. 

I wrote a Decoded article on this topic back in 2014, but at the time the IBC did not 
specifically state whether terminated stops were allowed on fire door assemblies.  During 
the most recent code change cycle, BHMA’s change proposal was approved, and new 
language has been added to the 2021 IBC; the complete proposal begins on page 453 of 
the 2018 Group A Public Comment Agenda (note that the proposal was approved as 
submitted and was not modified by the public comments). 

Although the IBC was previously silent on terminated stops, that does not mean terminated stops on fire door assemblies were not 
allowed by the IBC.  As my earlier article demonstrated, these stops were allowed by the frame manufacturers’ listings.  The change to 
the IBC merely clarifies where the stops are NOT allowed – they are acceptable for use in other locations. 

The 2021 IBC will include a definition for terminated stops: 

TERMINATED STOPS. Factory feature of a door frame where the stops of the door frame are 
terminated not more than 6 inches from the bottom of the door frame. Terminated stops are also known 
as “hospital stops” or “sanitary stops”. 

And the following clarification has been added to the code section addressing smoke and draft control 
doors: 

716.2.2.1.1 Smoke and draft control. The air leakage rate of the door assembly shall not exceed 3.0 
cubic feet per minute per square foot (0.01524 m/s × m) of door opening at 0.10 inch (24.9 Pa) of water 
for both the ambient temperature and elevated temperature tests. Louvers shall be 

prohibited. Terminated stops shall be prohibited on doors required by Section 405.4.3 to comply with Section 716.2.2.1 and prohibited 
on doors required by Section 3006.3 Item 3, 3007.6.3, or 3008.6.3 to comply with Section 716.2.2.1.1. 



This clarification means that if there is a door that is required to comply with this section, and it is required to have limited airflow in ac-
cordance with Section 716.2.2.1.1, and the door is installed in one of the following locations, the frame can not have terminated stops 
(terminated stops are allowed in locations not specifically listed here): 

 405.4.3: Elevator lobby doors in underground buildings where the elevator serves more than one compartment 

 3006.3, Item 3: Elevator hoistway doors where hoistway protection is required by Section 3006.2. 

 3007.6.3: Doors to enclosed fire service access elevator lobbies, with the exception of doors to the hoistway, elevator control 
room, or elevator control space. 

 3008.6.3: Doors to occupant evacuation elevator lobbies, with the exception of doors to the hoistway, elevator machine rooms, 
machinery spaces, control rooms, and control spaces within the lobby enclosure smoke barrier. 

Fixit Friday: Foamy Fix 
Lori Greene, I Dig Hardware Blog, July 10, 2020 

Sometimes it’s painful to see what people will do to their doors and hardware.  In someone’s attempt to deaden the sound in an alumi-
num storefront door, the door ended up with a sticky latch.  Upon removing the mortise lock’s scalp plate, the problem was easy to 
spot.  It’s all fixed now!  

Thank you to the 
University of 
South Carolina – 
Wilmington for 
today’s Fixed-it 
Friday photo. 



I Dig Hardware Blog - Quick Question: Cladding on a Fire Door Assembly 
By:  Lori Greene, Manager – Codes and Resources with Allegion  

I can’t begin to count the number of times I have been asked to specify 
hardware for a project where something was applied to the face of the 
door and/or frame…wood, stainless steel – even stone (here’s a stone-
clad door in Tel Aviv)!  I often had to be the bad guy, when the proposed 
application wouldn’t function correctly or wasn’t code-compliant – 
especially when the opening was a fire door assembly.  Hence, today’s 
Quick Question: 

Can cladding materials be applied to a fire door assembly? 

The short answer is a qualified “yes.”  Here’s the longer answer… 

NFPA 80 – Standard for Fire Doors and Other Opening Protectives, 
briefly addresses materials applied to fire doors in Annex E – Surface 

Attachments to Swinging Door Faces.  This section covers “plant-ons” and protective plates.  Plant-ons are described as follows: 

Plant-ons are usually decorative in nature and are used to impart a specific design or style. Plant-ons can be of various designs of flat 
material or can have a contoured shape, such as molding. Plant-ons project from the face surface of the door and are made of different 
materials, including wood, metals, and plastics. Plant-ons are attached to the door by a variety of methods such as adhesives, screws, 
nails, or other mechanical means that might penetrate the door face to achieve holding strength. Plant-ons can be attached per the 
manufacturer’s listing instructions. The use of plant-ons should not prohibit the installation of small signs indicating the function, use, or 
location of doors. 

NFPA 80 does not include any limitations on the size or thickness of cladding/plant-ons, or the acceptable materials or methods of 
attachment.  For those details, we need to refer to the listings of the fire door and/or frame manufacturer. 

Here is an example.  I stress…this is one example – it is the the UL listing information for Steelcraft fire doors.  The Intertek listing 
requirements for Steelcraft may differ, and other manufacturers may have varying limitations.  The listing info may also change over 
time, so it’s crucial to check the specific manufacturer’s listings to find out what is acceptable. 

Example:  Application of Wood Trim, and Plant-Ons 

Wood trim or molding of any wood species may be installed on one or both faces of Steelcraft fire doors with a maximum hourly rating 
of three hours.  Plant-ons made of wood, metal or other non-combustible material may be applied to one or both faces of doors with a 
maximum hourly fire rating of three hours.  Trim, molding, and plant-ons do not include wood veneer.  Wood veneer may not be applied 
to Steelcraft fire doors.  Trim and molding may have a minimum thickness of 1/8″ and a maximum thickness of 1-1/4″.  Trim, molding,  



and plant-ons may not be attached to the door with mechanical means.  The only approved attachment method is to use the double-
faced tape specified.  Acceptable tapes are: 3M #969, 3M #950, and 3M #444.  Attachment of trim, molding, or plant-ons shall not 
prohibit the installation of hardware per the requirements of the hardware manufacturer’s template.  Attachments of trim, molding, or 
plant-ons shall not affect the intended use and function of the opening.  Attachment of trim, molding, or plant-ons may be done in the 
field or in the distributor’s shop.  Trim, molding, and plant-ons may not be applied to glass. 

Remember, this is just one example for one manufacturer and one listing lab, and it addresses Steelcraft fire doors listed by UL 
only.  There is a separate section in our listings related to cladding of frames. 

In addition to the limitations of the manufacturers’ listings for fire, there are several other things to consider with regard to cladding or 
plant-ons: 

Function: Can the hardware handle the weight of the door + the added material?  Are the edge clearances large enough for the door to 
function properly?  Will the assembly operate correctly over time? 

Egress:  Is the door visible and distinguishable on the egress side?  Is the operable hardware obvious and usable without special 
knowledge or effort?  Often, doors are clad to disguise them, which can be an egress problem. 

Accessibility:  Will the door operate within the requirements of the accessibility standards – including the opening force 
limitations?  Does the door have a flush, smooth surface at the bottom on the push side, measured 10 inches up from the floor 
(manually-operated doors only)? 

Before specifying or detailing cladding on a door assembly, consider all of the above, and for fire door assemblies, check the 
manufacturers’ listings to determine the limitations of the specified products. 



Project Delivery Practice Guide (PDPG), 3rd 
Edition: From Concept to Construction 

Available August 3 in the CSI Bookstore 

 

Completing a successful construction project today depends on moving intent 
and information from the owner’s mind, through the design team, and to the job 
site. It’s organizing thousands of moving parts so they work towards the same 
goal. It’s mastering how to integrate concepts, documents, and activities to deliv-
er a project that performs to its fullest capacity. It’s understanding the latest theo-
ries, technologies, and team structures so that design concepts become reality. 

 Considered the instruction manual connecting the architecture, engineering, con-
struction, and owner (AECO) sector, the PDPG focuses on the art and science of 
common project delivery methods. Learn the roles and responsibilities of every 
player in the project, how construction is delivered, what needs to happen during 
each phase of the facility life cycle, and the types of information flow-- including 
agreements, drawings, and specifications-- that help ensure a successful project.  

 The new 3rd Edition of CSI’s Project Delivery Practice Guide arrives exclu-
sively in the CSI bookstore on August 3rd. 



CSI Sponsors AEC Hackathon 

 

The AEC (Architecture, Engineering, Construction) Hackathon was created to give those designing, 
building, and maintaining our built environment the opportunity to collaborate with cutting edge tech-
nologies and its developers and designers. It’s a weekend of geeking at its finest for improving the 
industries that affect all that live or work in a house or building. It has quickly become a global com-
munity of innovators that include all elements of the built environment. 

  

CSI, along with several industry partners, is sponsoring this year's AEC Hackathon. 

  



If you are interested in following the Little Rock Chapter, our links are as follows (for Facebook and 
LinkedIn look for the CSI Little Rock Chapter): 

  Website: https://csilittlerock.org    
  Facebook: www.facebook.com 
  LinkedIn:  www.linkedin.com 
 
If you are interested in Joining CSI or if you are just interested in keeping up with the information 
provided by CSI, follow this link to the Institute Website Membership Pages: 
 
For Membership Information: 
https://www.csiresources.org/communities/membership/individual-membership 
 
To Join CSI: 
https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/CSIRESOURCES/143a718d-6df6-484a-8a79-
76d79635b741/UploadedImages/PDFs/CSI_MembershipFormFY18.pdf 
 
To See what CSI is all about: 
https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/CSIRESOURCES/143a718d-6df6-484a-8a79-
76d79635b741/UploadedImages/CSI_ResourcesCatalogFinalLowRes.pdf 
 
 



LITTLE ROCK CHAPTER INFORMATION 
Chapter Officers 

 President:         Billy J. Mathis, FCSI, CDT 
 President-Elect:        Melissa Aguiar, CSI, CCS, CDT, SCIP 
 Immediate Past President:       Open 
 Secretary:       T  Melissa Aguiar, CSI, CCS, CDT, SCIP 
 Treasurer:        Billy J. Mathis, FCSI, CDT 
 Directors 

 Operations       Rachal Belanger, CSI 
 Honors        Melissa Aguiar, CSI, CCS, CDT, SCIP 
 Membership       Carlie Massery, CSI 
 Education / Certification     Open 

Chapter Info 

Chapter Website:         https://csilittlerock.org 
Chapter Newsletter:        SpecWork 
Chapter Meeting Day and Time:     2nd Wednesday of Each Month unless otherwise specified by the  

   Chapter President 
Chapter Board Meeting Day and Time:     1st Friday of each Month unless otherwise specified by Chapter  

   President 
 

 

 
If you are interested in Joining CSI or if you are just interested in keeping up with the information provided by CSI, See the slides 
shown from the “Why CSI” presentation  
 
 
 


